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Kansas permit test: quick facts
Questions on the real test 25

Passing score 80% (20 of 25 correct)

Wrong answers allowed 5

Minimum age 14

Testing agency Division of Vehicles (DMV)

Official permit name Instruction Permit

If you fail No published minimum wait between attempts; 4 chances to pass 
the written test, after the 4th failure must wait a minimum of 6 
months from the most recent failure (in-person re-exam fee $1.50; 
online KnowTo Drive retest $8.50)

Online testing Yes - an online knowledge test option is available.

Driver's education No - driver education is not required for the learner permit.

Supervised practice 50 hours incl. 10 at night, supervised by a licensed adult 21+ 
(affidavit required)

Permit holding period Under 17: hold the instruction permit 1 year from issuance or until 
17th birthday, whichever occurs first

Under-21 alcohol limit 0.02% BAC or higher

How to use this PDF
1. This test has 25 questions, the same number as the real Kansas DMV knowledge test.

2. Answer every question before you look at the answer key. To pass you need 80% (20 of 25 correct).

3. Time: The DMV says the Kansas knowledge test is not timed.

4. Take it online, with every answer explained, at https://permitpractice.us/kansas/ - the mock test there 
marks your answers only at the end, like the real test.

Questions are original study questions written from the Kansas driver's handbook and general traffic law. They are not copies of 
actual DMV exam questions. State facts last reviewed 2026-09-28. Free for personal study; do not resell. © 2026 permitpractice.us



Kansas Permit Practice Test: 25 Questions
Circle your answer. Answer key with explanations starts on the last pages.

1. A yellow sign showing a truck tilted on two wheels warns of:
      A)  A steep downhill grade for trucks
      B)  A truck inspection station
      C)  A curve where trucks may tip over
      D)  A road with soft shoulders ahead

2. What color background is used for most warning signs?
      A)  White
      B)  Red
      C)  Purple
      D)  Yellow

3. What does a pennant-shaped yellow sign indicate?
      A)  No passing zone
      B)  Railroad crossing
      C)  Divided highway begins
      D)  Bicycle lane ahead

4. The single most effective way to avoid an alcohol-related crash is to:
      A)  Not drive at all after drinking any alcohol
      B)  Drink coffee and wait 30 minutes before driving
      C)  Stay under 0.08% by counting your drinks
      D)  Drive slowly and stay in the right lane

5. A yellow diamond sign showing a 'T' shape indicates:
      A)  A truck route begins here
      B)  A four-way crossroad ahead
      C)  A side road enters from one side
      D)  Your road ends at a T ahead

6. When entering a highway from an on-ramp, who has the right of way?
      A)  The larger vehicle, such as a truck
      B)  The merging vehicle
      C)  Whoever reaches the merge point first
      D)  Traffic already on the highway

7. What does a 'MERGE' warning sign (two lines coming together) mean?
      A)  Your lane ends - you must merge
      B)  Traffic will merge into your lane
      C)  The road divides into two routes
      D)  Two roads cross just ahead

8. A round (circular) sign indicates:
      A)  A stop ahead
      B)  A one-way street
      C)  A speed limit change
      D)  A railroad crossing

9. What does 'implied consent' mean for drivers?
      A)  You may refuse testing with no penalty
      B)  You let police search your car at any stop
      C)  You agree to chemical tests if arrested for DUI
      D)  You agree to obey all traffic laws when you drive



10. Green traffic signs provide:
      A)  Guide information (directions)
      B)  Warning information (hazards)
      C)  Service information (gas, food)
      D)  Regulatory information (laws)

11. Aggressive driving behaviors such as tailgating, weaving, and excessive speeding:
      A)  Are only illegal when they cause a crash
      B)  Are safe for skilled drivers in light traffic
      C)  Raise crash risk and can lead to reckless charges
      D)  Save enough time to make up for the added risk

12. What does a triangular sign with a red border mean?
      A)  No entry
      B)  Yield the right of way
      C)  Stop for all cross traffic
      D)  Merging traffic ahead

13. What does a yellow traffic light mean?
      A)  Proceed normally
      B)  Stop at once, no matter how close you are
      C)  The light is about to turn green
      D)  Stop if it is safe to do so

14. If you begin to skid on ice or a slippery surface, you should:
      A)  Turn the wheel sharply in the opposite direction
      B)  Brake firmly and hold the wheel straight
      C)  Shift to neutral and pull the parking brake
      D)  Ease off the gas and steer where you want to go

15. Double solid yellow center lines mean:
      A)  Bicycles may ride between the two lines
      B)  Passing is allowed from both directions
      C)  Passing is allowed when it is safe to do so
      D)  Passing is not allowed from either direction

16. What is the purpose of an anti-lock braking system (ABS)?
      A)  To let you pump the brakes faster in a skid
      B)  To brake for you when a car ahead stops
      C)  To keep wheels from locking so you can steer
      D)  To stop your vehicle faster by automatically pumping brakes

17. A motorcycle coming toward an intersection has its turn signal blinking. What should you do 
before pulling out in front of it?
      A)  Go - a blinking signal means it will turn
      B)  Flash your headlights and then pull out
      C)  Wait until you are sure it is really turning
      D)  Pull out quickly before it reaches you

18. A yellow pennant-shaped sign (a long triangle pointing sideways) posted on the left side of the 
road means:
      A)  No passing zone begins
      B)  Divided highway ahead
      C)  Passing lane ahead
      D)  Road narrows ahead



19. Which of these will sober up a person who has been drinking?
      A)  Eating a big meal
      B)  Taking a cold shower
      C)  Drinking strong coffee
      D)  Only time

20. Alcohol affects driving by:
      A)  Mainly causing drowsiness, which coffee can fix
      B)  Slowing reactions only once you reach 0.08%
      C)  Affecting judgment, but not reaction time
      D)  Impairing reaction time, judgment, and vision

21. What does the 'basic speed law' require?
      A)  Never drive more than 10 mph below the posted limit
      B)  You may always drive at the posted limit, whatever the conditions
      C)  Drive no faster than is safe for current conditions
      D)  Keep up with the flow of traffic, even above the limit

22. When approaching a stopped vehicle displaying a blue and red flashing light on the roadside, 
the safest and often legally required action is to:
      A)  Speed up to pass the scene as fast as possible
      B)  Change lanes away if safe, or else slow down
      C)  Keep your speed and stay in your lane
      D)  Stop in your lane until the vehicle leaves

23. Blue signs along a highway typically indicate:
      A)  Parks and recreation areas
      B)  Gas, food, and lodging services
      C)  Rules such as speed limits
      D)  Exits and distances to nearby cities

24. What must you do when you see or hear an emergency vehicle with lights and/or siren on?
      A)  Pull to the left lane and slow down
      B)  Pull to the right edge and stop
      C)  Stop immediately where you are
      D)  Slow down but stay in your lane

25. What should you do when you hear or see an emergency vehicle approaching with lights and 
sirens?
      A)  Slow down but keep driving in your lane
      B)  Speed up to get out of its way quickly
      C)  Stop right away in your current lane
      D)  Pull to the right and stop until it passes



Answer Key & Explanations

1. C - A curve where trucks may tip over
This sign warns of a curve sharp enough that trucks and top-heavy vehicles risk rolling over. All drivers should reduce 
speed before entering.
Source: mutcd.fhwa.dot.gov - MUTCD 11th ed. (Dec 2023) 2C.11

2. D - Yellow
Most warning signs have a yellow background with black symbols or letters. Yellow signals caution - slow down and 
watch for the hazard described.
Source: mutcd.fhwa.dot.gov - MUTCD 11th ed. (Dec 2023) 2C.02

3. A - No passing zone
The No Passing Zone sign is the only pennant-shaped warning sign - a yellow, sideways triangle. It marks the 
beginning of a no-passing zone and is placed on the left side of the road facing the driver.
Source: ksrevenue.gov - Kansas Driving Handbook (Rev. Feb 2022) p.17, Passing

4. A - Not drive at all after drinking any alcohol
There is no safe way to drive after drinking. The only sure prevention is to not drive at all after consuming alcohol - 
arrange a designated sober driver, taxi, or rideshare instead.
Source: flhsmv.gov - FL handbook - Alcohol

5. D - Your road ends at a T ahead
A 'T' symbol warns that the road you are on ends ahead at a T-intersection. Be prepared to stop or yield and turn left 
or right.
Source: mutcd.fhwa.dot.gov - MUTCD 11th ed. (Dec 2023) 2C.41

6. D - Traffic already on the highway
Traffic already on the highway has the right of way. The merging driver must adjust speed to safely enter the flow of 
traffic - do not force other drivers to slow down.
Source: flhsmv.gov - FL handbook - Entering a limited-access highway

7. B - Traffic will merge into your lane
A Merge sign warns that traffic from another roadway (such as an entrance ramp) will be joining your lane ahead. 
Watch for merging vehicles and adjust your speed and position so they can blend in smoothly. A lane that is ending 
has its own 'Lane Ends' sign.
Source: mutcd.fhwa.dot.gov - MUTCD 11th ed. (Dec 2023) 2C.45 Paragraph 01

8. D - A railroad crossing
A round, yellow sign with a black X and two R's warns of a railroad crossing ahead. The circular shape is used 
exclusively for railroad advance-warning signs.
Source: mutcd.fhwa.dot.gov - MUTCD 11th ed. (Dec 2023) Section 2A.05 and Table 2A-1 (W10-1)

9. C - You agree to chemical tests if arrested for DUI
Implied consent laws mean that by driving on public roads, you have already consented to chemical tests (breath, 
blood, urine) if you are lawfully arrested for suspected DUI. Refusing has serious consequences including license 
suspension.
Source: pa.gov - PA handbook - Pennsylvania's Implied Consent Law

10. A - Guide information (directions)
Green signs provide guidance information such as highway route numbers, exit numbers, destinations, distances, and 
directions. They help drivers navigate.
Source: assets.dps.mn.gov - MN handbook - Chapter 5, sign colors

11. C - Raise crash risk and can lead to reckless charges
Aggressive driving dramatically increases the risk of a crash and can lead to reckless driving citations, points, and 
higher insurance. The time saved is minimal compared to the danger created.
Source: assets.dps.mn.gov - MN handbook - Aggressive driving

12. B - Yield the right of way
A yield sign is triangular with a red border and white background. It means slow down and give the right of way to 
traffic or pedestrians. Only stop if necessary.
Source: dps.texas.gov - TX handbook - Chapter 5, Table 17: Signs by Shape



13. D - Stop if it is safe to do so
A yellow (amber) light means the signal is about to turn red. You should stop if it is safe to do so. Only proceed if 
stopping would be unsafe (e.g., you are too close to the intersection).
Source: dmv.ca.gov - CA handbook - Traffic Signals, Solid Yellow Light

14. D - Ease off the gas and steer where you want to go
In a skid, take your foot off the gas (do not brake hard) and gently steer in the direction you want the front of the car to 
go. Smooth inputs are key - sudden movements worsen the skid.
Source: dmv.ny.gov - NY handbook - Skids

15. D - Passing is not allowed from either direction
Two solid yellow lines separate opposing traffic and mean neither side may pass. You may cross a solid yellow line to 
turn left (for example, into a driveway) when there is a safe gap in traffic.
Source: ksrevenue.gov - Kansas Driving Handbook (Rev. Feb 2022) p.43, Pavement Markings

16. C - To keep wheels from locking so you can steer
ABS prevents wheels from locking during hard braking, allowing you to maintain steering control. When ABS activates, 
you may feel pulsing in the brake pedal - this is normal. Press firmly and steer.
Source: assets.dps.mn.gov - MN handbook - Anti-lock brakes

17. C - Wait until you are sure it is really turning
Many motorcycle turn signals do not cancel by themselves, so a rider may have forgotten one. Wait until the 
motorcycle actually starts to turn.
Source: publicsafety.ohio.gov - Section 9 - Sharing the Road, Motorcyclists

18. A - No passing zone begins
The no-passing zone sign is the only pennant-shaped sign: a yellow, sideways triangle pointing to the right. It is posted 
on the left side of the road at the start of a no-passing zone, where a solid yellow line also appears on your side of the 
centerline.
Source: ksrevenue.gov - Kansas Driving Handbook (Rev. Feb 2022), Passing - No Passing Zone sign; MUTCD 11th ed. Table 2A-1 (W14-3)

19. D - Only time
Only time removes alcohol from the body. Coffee, food and a cold shower do not lower blood alcohol, so the person is 
still impaired.
Source: dps.texas.gov - TX handbook - Myths about Drinking Alcohol

20. D - Impairing reaction time, judgment, and vision
Alcohol impairs all the skills needed to drive safely: reaction time slows, judgment and decision-making deteriorate, 
coordination suffers, and vision (especially peripheral) is reduced.
Source: flhsmv.gov - FL handbook - Alcohol

21. C - Drive no faster than is safe for current conditions
Every state has a basic speed rule: never drive faster than is reasonable and safe for traffic, weather, visibility and road 
conditions. You can be cited for driving too fast for conditions even while under the posted limit.
Source: dps.texas.gov - TX handbook - Basic speed law

22. B - Change lanes away if safe, or else slow down
Move Over laws require drivers to change lanes away from stopped emergency and service vehicles when safe. If you 
cannot move over, slow down well below the speed limit and pass with extreme caution.
Source: dmv.ca.gov - CA handbook - Emergency vehicles

23. B - Gas, food, and lodging services
Blue signs indicate motorist services - gas stations, food, lodging, hospitals, and rest areas - available at or near an 
exit.
Source: mutcd.fhwa.dot.gov - MUTCD 11th ed. (Dec 2023) 1D.05 Color Code

24. B - Pull to the right edge and stop
When an emergency vehicle approaches with lights or siren, you must immediately pull to the right edge of the road 
and stop. Remain stopped until the vehicle has passed.
Source: dps.texas.gov - TX handbook - Yield Right-of-Way to Emergency Vehicles

25. D - Pull to the right and stop until it passes
You must immediately pull over to the right edge of the road and stop until the emergency vehicle has passed. This 
applies to all emergency vehicles.
Source: ksrevenue.gov - Kansas Driving Handbook (Rev. Feb 2022) p.18, Right-of-Way (K.S.A. 8-1530)



Ready for the real Kansas test?
Take the free interactive Kansas DMV practice tests - shuffled every time, with instant 

explanations, road-sign picture questions, a missed-questions review and a 25-question exam 
simulator.

https://permitpractice.us/kansas/

Official DMV website: https://www.ksrevenue.gov/dovindex.html
Official Kansas driver's handbook: https://ksrevenue.gov/pdf/dlhb.pdf

https://permitpractice.us/kansas/
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