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Michigan Permit Practice Test: 50 Questions

Circle your answer. Answer key with explanations starts on the last pages.

1.Which of the following is NOT a legal reason to use your horn?
A) To warn a driver drifting into your lane
B) To warn others on a blind mountain curve
C) To alert a child about to run into the road
D) To express frustration at another driver

2.What should you do if your vehicle begins to hydroplane (ride on a film of water)?
A) Speed up gently so the tires cut through
B) Steer quickly toward the dry edge of the road
C) Ease off the gas and keep the wheel straight
D) Brake firmly until the tires grip again

3. Double solid yellow center lines mean:
A) No passing from either direction
B) Passing is allowed if the road ahead is clear
C) A center lane for left turns only
D) Passing is allowed from both directions

4. A yellow sign showing a traffic signal symbol means:
A) An emergency vehicle signal
B) A traffic light is ahead
C) The signal ahead is broken
D) A railroad signal ahead

5.Your gas pedal is stuck and you switch off the engine to slow the car. What should you expect?
A) The car will speed up for a few seconds
B) Steering and braking will take more effort
C) The car will come to a stop almost at once
D) The brakes will stop working completely

6. Traffic ahead of you is moving slowly. May you use the shared center left-turn lane to drive
around it?

A) No - the lane is only for vehicles turning left

B) Yes, if no oncoming vehicle is using it

C) Yes, as long as you signal left first

D) Yes, but only for a distance of one block

7. A yellow sign with a black arrow bending at a 90-degree angle indicates:
A) A lane shift ahead
B) A side road ahead
C) A gentle curve
D) A sharp turn ahead

8. A motorcycle coming toward an intersection has its turn signal blinking. What should you do
before pulling out in front of it?

A) Go - a blinking signal means it will turn

B) Flash your headlights and then pull out

C) Wait until you are sure it is really turning

D) Pull out quickly before it reaches you



9. A round (circular) sign indicates:
A) A stop ahead
B) A one-way street
C) A speed limit change
D) A railroad crossing

10. Which of these is a warning sign that you are too drowsy to drive safely?
A) Your passengers start talking more loudly
B) You feel hungry and want to stop for a snack
C) You cannot remember driving the last few miles
D) You notice more traffic signs than usual

11.What does a yellow pennant-shaped sign (a sideways triangle pointing right) on the left side of
the road mean?

A) No-passing zone begins

B) A sharp curve

C) Passing lane begins ahead

D) Merge ahead

12. A Michigan Level 1 license holder may drive only when accompanied by:
A) A licensed parent, guardian, or designated adult 21+
B) A friend of any age who has a valid license
C) No one - Level 1 drivers may drive alone
D) Any licensed driver who is at least 18 years old

13. A school bus with flashing red lights is stopped on the far side of a highway split by a grass
median.You are going the other way. What does Michigan law require?

A) Stop at least 20 feet from the bus

B) Slow to 15 mph while you go past

C) Stop until the red lights turn off

D) You may continue with care

14.What does 'implied consent' mean for drivers?
A) You may refuse testing with no penalty
B) You let police search your car at any stop
C) You agree to chemical tests if arrested for DUI
D) You agree to obey all traffic laws when you drive

15. Traffic is backed up near a railroad crossing. Before crossing, you need room to clear the far
side of the tracks by at least:

A) 10 feet

B) 6 feet

C) 15 feet

D) 2 feet

16. A red circle with ared slash through a symbol means:
A) Caution for the action shown
B) The action shown is prohibited
C) The action is allowed after stopping
D) The action is required ahead

17. A yellow sign showing a bicycle means:
A) A bike rental station ahead
B) Bicyclists may be on the road
C) Bicycles must use the sidewalk
D) Bicycles are not allowed ahead



18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24,

25.

A 'STOP' sign at a railroad crossing with no gates means you must:
A) Slow down and look, then roll across

B) Stop fully, then cross when it is safe

C) Stop only if the lights are flashing

D) Stop only if a train is in sight

What does a yellow traffic light mean?
A) Proceed normally

B) Stop at once, no matter how close you are
C) The light is about to turn green

D) Stopifitis safe to do so

What is the 'point of no return' when approaching a yellow light?
A) The stop line - once past it you must proceed

B) The moment the light changes from green to yellow

C) The point where you can no longer stop safely

D) Exactly 100 feet before the intersection

Alcohol affects driving by:

A) Mainly causing drowsiness, which coffee can fix
B) Slowing reactions only once you reach 0.08%
C) Affecting judgment, but not reaction time

D) Impairing reaction time, judgment, and vision

How do prescription and over-the-counter medications affect driving?
A) Legal medicines are always safe to drive on

B) Only if you take more than the dose listed

C) Many cause drowsiness - check the label first

D) Only prescription drugs can impair driving

Worn or bald tires are dangerous primarily because they:
A) Cause the car to pull hard to one side

B) Wear out the brakes faster than normal

C) Only matter on snow and ice, not on wet pavement

D) Reduce traction and raise the risk of skidding

A black-and-white rectangular sign reading 'NO TURN ON RED' means:
A) Turn on red only if no cars are coming

B) Turns are never allowed here

C) Only left turns on red are banned here

D) No turning on red, even after stopping

In Michigan, what is the speed limit on a highway that is not a freeway when no other limit is

posted?

26.

A) 55 mph
B) 50 mph
C) 65 mph
D) 45 mph

What is the difference between a black-on-white speed sign and a yellow speed sign below a

warning sign?

A) White is for trucks; yellow is for cars

B) Yellow is the legal limit; white is advisory
C) White is the legal limit; yellow is advisory
D) They mean the same - both are legal limits



27.

28.

29.

30.

31.

32.

33.

34.

A white rectangular sign generally provides:
A) A rule you must obey

B) A hazard warning ahead

C) Directions to a city

D) A suggested safe speed

What is the safest way to check your blind spot before changing lanes?
A) Check your rearview mirror, then signal and go

B) Check both side mirrors only

C) Trust your car's blind-spot warning light

D) Glance over your shoulder toward the new lane

If a tire blows out while you are driving, the first thing you should do is:
A) Steer hard toward the shoulder right away

B) Brake hard to stop as quickly as you can

C) Turn on hazard lights and stop in the lane

D) Hold the wheel firmly and ease off the gas

How do most state handbooks tell you to measure a safe following distance?
A) Count the seconds between it and you passing a fixed point

B) Count car lengths - one car length is enough at any speed

C) Stay close enough to read the license plate of the car ahead

D) Follow at a distance in feet equal to your speed in mph

You are driving at 60 mph on a highway. How many feet does your vehicle travel per second?
A) 100 feet

B) 88 feet

C) 44 feet

D) 66 feet

At what times are deer and other wildlife most active near roads?
A) Around midday

B) During the late morning

C) Around dawn and dusk

D) In the early afternoon

Who must yield when a pedestrian is crossing at a marked crosswalk?
A) The pedestrian, since cars cannot stop quickly

B) The driver must yield to the pedestrian

C) The driver, but only at a traffic signal

D) Whoever reached the crosswalk first

If your vehicle's engine catches fire, you should:
A) Open the hood to reach the fire quickly

B) Stop, shut off the engine, and get everyone away

C) Drive on to the nearest fire station

D) Stay in the car with the windows up until help comes

35.You are stopped at a steady red light and no sign prohibits turning. What must you do before
you turn right?

A) Stop fully, then yield to people and cross traffic
B) Honk to warn others, then turn ahead of them
C) Wait for the light to turn green before turning
D) Slow to a crawl, then turn if the way looks clear



36.

37.

38.

39.

40.

41.

42.

43.

44,

Where should you stop your vehicle at ared light when there is a stop line?
A) Just before the stop line

B) On the stop line

C) Just past the stop line

D) Where you can see cross traffic

A train is coming toward a Michigan railroad crossing. Where must you stop your vehicle?
A) 10 to 30 feet from the tracks

B) 15 to 50 feet from the tracks

C) 5to 25 feet from the tracks

D) 50 to 100 feet from the tracks

Michigan law requires you to leave at least how much space when passing a bicyclist?
A) 3feet
B) 6 feet
C) 1 foot
D) 2 feet

The fog becomes so thick that you can barely see beyond your hood. What is the safest choice?
A) Pull off the road as far as you can and stop

B) Follow the taillights ahead of you closely

C) Stop in your lane and wait for it to clear

D) Switch to high beams so you can see farther

On a Michigan freeway with no other limit posted, what are the maximum and minimum speeds?
A) 70 mph max, 40 mph min
B) 75 mph max, 50 mph min
C) 70 mph max, 55 mph min
D) 65 mph max, 45 mph min

Unless signs show a different limit, what is the speed limit in a Michigan platted subdivision?
A) 15 mph
B) 25 mph
C) 30 mph
D) 35 mph

What should you do before opening your car door after parking on a street?
A) Open it fully so passing drivers will steer around

B) Check mirrors and look for traffic and cyclists

C) Open it slowly so others can see it move

D) Check only the side mirror, then open

A yellow diamond sign showing arrows that curve around in a circle indicates:
A) A roundabout ahead

B) A detour loop ahead

C) A U-turn area ahead

D) A dead-end turnaround

When driving in heavy rain, you should:

A) Use cruise control to keep a steady, safe speed
B) Use low beams and leave more following distance
C) Turn on hazard lights and drive at normal speed
D) Use high-beam headlights to see better



45. How much of a traffic lane is a motorcycle entitled to?
A) Only the right third of the lane
B) Whatever space other traffic leaves
C) Half a lane, so a car may share it
D) A full lane, the same as a car

46. What does a sign in the shape of an octagon always mean?
A) Wrong way
B) Yield
C) Do not enter
D) Stop

47. At a 4-way stop sign, two cars arrive at exactly the same time. Who goes first?
A) The car going straight
B) The car on the left
C) The car that signals first
D) The car on the right

48. Blue signs along a highway typically indicate:
A) Parks and recreation areas
B) Gas, food, and lodging services
C) Rules such as speed limits
D) Exits and distances to nearby cities

49. In most states, which left turn may you make on a steady red light after a full stop, if no sign
forbids it?

A) From a one-way street onto another one-way street

B) From a two-way street onto another two-way street

C) From a two-way street into a store's driveway

D) From any street when no oncoming car is in sight

50. When driving at night, you should:
A) Look straight at oncoming headlights to judge them
B) Keep your daytime speed and following distance
C) Slow down and leave more following distance
D) Use parking lights so you do not dazzle others



Answer Key & Explanations

1. D - To express frustration at another driver
Horns are safety devices used to warn others of danger. Using your horn out of frustration or anger is not a legal use

and can be considered aggressive driving in many states.
Source: assets.dps.mn.gov - MN handbook - Horn

2. C - Ease off the gas and keep the wheel straight
During hydroplaning, ease off the gas gradually to slow down. Hold the steering wheel firmly and straight. Do not brake

suddenly or steer sharply - this can cause a spin.
Source: assets.dps.mn.gov - MN handbook - Hydroplaning

3. A - No passing from either direction

Double solid yellow lines separate traffic moving in opposite directions. Crossing them to pass is prohibited from both
directions.

Source: assets.dps.mn.gov - MN handbook - Pavement markings

4.B - A traffic light is ahead
A signal-ahead warning sign tells you a traffic light is coming up, often where it may be hard to see in time. Be

prepared to slow and stop.
Source: mutcd.fhwa.dot.gov - MUTCD 11th ed. (Dec 2023) 2C.35

5. B - Steering and braking will take more effort
With the engine off you lose power steering and power brake assist, so the wheel and pedal feel much heavier. They

still work - push harder and steer to a safe stop.
Source: alea.gov - p.75 (PDF p.77), Stuck accelerator pedal

6. A - No - the lane is only for vehicles turning left

A shared center lane is reserved for left turns by traffic from both directions. Using it for through travel or to pass other
vehicles is not allowed.

Source: dol.wa.gov - (PDF p.116), Signs - Shared center lane left turn only

7.D - A sharp turn ahead
A sharp-angle arrow warns of a sharp turn (not a gentle curve) ahead. Slow down significantly before the turn - the

recommended speed is often posted below.
Source: mutcd.fhwa.dot.gov - MUTCD 11th ed. (Dec 2023) 2C.07 Paragraph 02

8. C - Wait until you are sure it is really turning
Many motorcycle turn signals do not cancel by themselves, so a rider may have forgotten one. Wait until the

motorcycle actually starts to turn.
Source: publicsafety.ohio.gov - Section 9 - Sharing the Road, Motorcyclists

9. D - A railroad crossing
A round, yellow sign with a black X and two R's warns of a railroad crossing ahead. The circular shape is used

exclusively for railroad advance-warning signs.
Source: mutcd.fhwa.dot.gov - MUTCD 11th ed. (Dec 2023) Section 2A.05 and Table 2A-1 (W10-1)

10. C -You cannot remember driving the last few miles

Not remembering the last few miles, heavy eyelids, missing exits or signs, and drifting out of your lane all mean you
should pull over and rest.

Source: dol.wa.gov - (PDF p.75), Fatigue

11. A - No-passing zone begins

A yellow pennant-shaped sign on the left side of the road marks the beginning of a no-passing zone. It supplements
the solid yellow line on the pavement.

Source: mutcd.fhwa.dot.gov - MUTCD 11th ed. (Dec 2023) 2C.53

12. A - A licensed parent, guardian, or designated adult 21+

Level 1 drivers in Michigan must be accompanied by a licensed parent, guardian, or a designated adult age 21 or older.
Source: michigan.gov - PDF p.18-19, GDL Level 1 Learner's License

13. D - You may continue with care

You do not need to stop for a school bus on the other side of a highway divided by a barrier such as a concrete or

grass median. Drivers on the same side as the bus must stop.
Source: michigan.gov - p.28 (PDF p.42), School buses



14. C - You agree to chemical tests if arrested for DUI
Implied consent laws mean that by driving on public roads, you have already consented to chemical tests (breath,
blood, urine) if you are lawfully arrested for suspected DUI. Refusing has serious consequences including license

suspension.
Source: pa.gov - PA handbook - Pennsylvania's Implied Consent Law

15.B - 6 feet
Never start across the tracks unless there is room for your whole vehicle to clear the far side by at least 6 feet. Never

stop on the tracks.
Source: michigan.gov - p.36 (PDF p.50), Grade crossing safety tips

16. B - The action shown is prohibited
A red circle with a diagonal slash means the action depicted inside is prohibited - for example, no left turn, no U-turn,

or no trucks.
Source: mutcd.fhwa.dot.gov - MUTCD 11th ed. (Dec 2023) 1D.05 Color Code

17. B - Bicyclists may be on the road
A bicycle symbol warns that bicyclists may be on or crossing the roadway. Share the road, slow down, and give

cyclists adequate space when passing.
Source: mutcd.fhwa.dot.gov - MUTCD 11th ed. (Dec 2023) 2C.54

18. B - Stop fully, then cross when it is safe

A stop sign at a railroad crossing requires a complete stop. Look and listen carefully in both directions, and cross only
when you are sure no train is coming.

Source: mutcd.fhwa.dot.gov - MUTCD 11th ed. (Dec 2023) 8B.04 Paragraph 06

19.D - Stop if it is safe to do so
A yellow (amber) light means the signal is about to turn red. You should stop if it is safe to do so. Only proceed if

stopping would be unsafe (e.g., you are too close to the intersection).
Source: dmv.ca.gov - CA handbook - Traffic Signals, Solid Yellow Light

20. C -The point where you can no longer stop safely

The 'point of no return' is the position from which stopping safely (without running the light or causing a rear-end
collision) becomes impossible. Before this point, slow and stop. After it, proceed through safely.

Source: pa.gov - PA handbook - Traffic signals - steady yellow

21.D - Impairing reaction time, judgment, and vision

Alcohol impairs all the skills needed to drive safely: reaction time slows, judgment and decision-making deteriorate,
coordination suffers, and vision (especially peripheral) is reduced.

Source: flhsmv.gov - FL handbook - Alcohol

22.C - Many cause drowsiness - check the label first

Many legal medications - including antihistamines, sleep aids, and pain relievers - can cause drowsiness, dizziness, or
slowed reactions. Always read warning labels and avoid driving if a medication may impair you.

Source: dps.texas.gov - TX handbook - Drugs

23. D - Reduce traction and raise the risk of skidding

Bald or worn tires have little tread to grip the road or channel away water. This dramatically increases stopping
distance and the risk of hydroplaning and skidding, especially in wet conditions.

Source: dps.texas.gov - TX handbook - Skids / tires

24.D - No turning on red, even after stopping

A 'No Turn on Red' sign prohibits turning while the signal is red, even after a complete stop. You must wait for a green
light to turn.

Source: muted.fhwa.dot.gov - MUTCD 11th ed. (Dec 2023) 2B.60

25. A - 55 mph

Michigan sets 55 mph on streets and highways that are not freeways unless a different limit is posted.

Source: michigan.gov - p.26 (PDF p.40), Speed limits

26. C - White is the legal limit; yellow is advisory

A black-on-white speed sign is the legal speed limit. A yellow speed plate below a warning sign (e.g., on a curve) is an

advisory speed - the safe recommended speed for that hazard.
Source: mutcd.fhwa.dot.gov - MUTCD 11th ed. (Dec 2023) 2C.59



27. A - A rule you must obey
White rectangular signs are regulatory signs. They tell you the law - such as speed limits, lane usage, and turning

rules - and must be obeyed.
Source: mutcd.fhwa.dot.gov - MUTCD 11th ed. (Dec 2023) 1D.05 Color Code

28.D - Glance over your shoulder toward the new lane
Mirrors have blind spots. Always glance over your shoulder in the direction you plan to move before changing lanes, in

addition to checking your mirrors.
Source: dps.texas.gov - TX handbook - Changing lanes

29.D - Hold the wheel firmly and ease off the gas
During a blowout, hold the steering wheel firmly to keep the vehicle straight, ease your foot off the accelerator, and let

the car slow gradually. Hard braking can cause a spin. Pull off the road only after you have control.
Source: ksrevenue.gov - KS handbook - Tire blowout

30. A - Count the seconds between it and you passing a fixed point
Handbooks teach a time-based gap: pick a fixed object and count the seconds after the vehicle ahead passes it. The
minimum differs by state (2, 3 or 4 seconds), with most recommending 3 to 4 seconds in good conditions; add time in

rain, at night or behind large vehicles. Check your state handbook for its exact number.
Source: dps.texas.gov - TX handbook - Following distance

31.B - 88 feet

At 60 mph, a vehicle travels about 88 feet per second (60 x 5,280 / 3,600 = 88). Understanding stopping distances is
critical - at 60 mph you need approximately 300 feet to stop.

Source: nj.gov - NJ handbook - Stopping distance

32.C - Around dawn and dusk

Wildlife moves most at dawn and dusk, when light is also poor for your eyes. Scan both sides of the road and watch for

eyes reflecting your headlights.
Source: public.powerdms.com - p.104 (PDF p.109), Animals

33.B -The driver must yield to the pedestrian

Drivers must always yield to pedestrians who are crossing in a marked or unmarked crosswalk. Pedestrian safety is
the highest priority.

Source: dmv.ca.gov - CA handbook - Pedestrians / Crosswalks

34.B - Stop, shut off the engine, and get everyone away

If your engine catches fire, pull off the road, shut off the engine, and get all occupants out and well away from the
vehicle. Do NOT open the hood - adding oxygen can intensify the fire. Call 911.

Source: nj.gov - NJ handbook - Car Fires

35. A - Stop fully, then yield to people and cross traffic

A right turn on red is allowed only after a complete stop and only after yielding to pedestrians and all crossing traffic. A
NO TURN ON RED sign takes this option away.

Source: publicsafety.ohio.gov - Section 5 - Learning to Drive, A driver must stop

36. A - Just before the stop line

Stop before the stop line - not on it or beyond it. If there is no stop line, stop before the crosswalk. If no crosswalk, stop
before the intersection.

Source: assets.dps.mn.gov - MN handbook - Stop signs / stop lines

37.B - 15to 50 feet from the tracks

When a train is coming, stop no closer than 15 feet and no farther than 50 feet from the tracks. Trains overhang the
rails by at least 3 feet, and loads may stick out farther.

Source: michigan.gov - p.35 (PDF p.49), Railroad crossing advance warning sign

38. A - 3 feet

Michigan law requires at least 3 feet between your vehicle and a bicyclist when you pass. Some cities require 5 feet.
Source: michigan.gov - p.57 (PDF p.71), Bicyclists

39. A - Pull off the road as far as you can and stop

When visibility drops to near zero, get completely off the road and wait for the fog to lift. Stopping in a travel lane

invites a rear-end crash.
Source: in.gov - p.44 (PDF p.49), Fog



40. C - 70 mph max, 55 mph min
Unless a different limit is posted, Michigan freeways have a 70 mph maximum and a 55 mph minimum. Always follow

the posted signs where they differ.
Source: michigan.gov - p.26 (PDF p.40), Speed limits

41.B - 25 mph
The Michigan Vehicle Code sets 25 mph in platted subdivisions and condominium complexes. The 15 mph limit is for

mobile home parks and some municipal parks.
Source: michigan.gov - p.26 (PDF p.40), Speed limits

42.B - Check mirrors and look for traffic and cyclists
Before opening your door into traffic, check your mirrors and look over your shoulder for approaching vehicles and

cyclists. 'Dooring' a passing cyclist is dangerous and illegal in many states.
Source: dps.texas.gov - TX handbook - Parking

43. A - Aroundabout ahead
The Circular Intersection sign (a yellow diamond showing arrows curving counterclockwise in a circle) warns of a
roundabout ahead. Slow down, yield to traffic already in the circle, and enter when there is a safe gap. Round signs

are used only for railroad crossing advance warnings.
Source: mutcd.fhwa.dot.gov - MUTCD 11th ed. (Dec 2023) Section 2A.05, Table 2A-1 and Section 2C.02

44. B - Use low beams and leave more following distance

In rain, use low-beam headlights (high beams reflect off rain), reduce speed, and increase following distance to at
least 4-6 seconds. High beams can reduce visibility in rain.

Source: assets.dps.mn.gov - MN handbook - Weather: rain

45.D - A full lane, the same as a car

A motorcycle has the right to use a full lane. Never drive alongside a motorcycle in the same lane, even if the rider is
far to one side.

Source: alea.gov - p.26 (PDF p.28), Sharing the road with motorcycles

46. D - Stop

An octagon (8-sided shape) is used exclusively for STOP signs. The unique shape lets drivers identify it even when
snow-covered or viewed from behind.

Source: mutcd.fhwa.dot.gov - MUTCD 11th ed. (Dec 2023) 2A.05, Table 2A-1 Use of Sign Shapes; 2B.04

47.D -The car on the right

When two vehicles arrive at a 4-way stop simultaneously, the driver on the LEFT must yield to the driver on the RIGHT.
This is the standard right-of-way rule.

Source: dps.texas.gov - TX handbook - Right-of-Way at Intersections

48. B - Gas, food, and lodging services

Blue signs indicate motorist services - gas stations, food, lodging, hospitals, and rest areas - available at or near an
exit.

Source: mutcd.fhwa.dot.gov - MUTCD 11th ed. (Dec 2023) 1D.05 Color Code

49. A - From a one-way street onto another one-way street

Most states allow a left turn on red from a one-way street onto another one-way street that carries traffic to the left. You
must stop fully and yield to pedestrians and traffic first.

Source: assets.dps.mn.gov - p.66 (PDF p.69), Left turn on red

50. C - Slow down and leave more following distance

At night your visibility is reduced, so reduce speed and increase following distance. Do not overdrive your headlights -

be able to stop within the distance you can see. Avoid staring at oncoming lights; glance to the right edge of your lane.
Source: dps.texas.gov - TX handbook - Night driving



Ready for the real Michigan test?

Take the free interactive Michigan SOS practice tests - shuffled every time, with instant
explanations, road-sign picture questions, a missed-questions review and a 50-question exam
simulator.

https://permitpractice.us/michigan/
Official SOS website: https://www.michigan.gov/sos/

Official Michigan driver's handbook: https://www.michigan.gov/sos/-/media/Project/Websites/sos/Resources/
Forms-and-publications/WEDMK/WEDMK.pdf
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