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Rhode Island Permit Practice Test: 50 Questions

Circle your answer. Answer key with explanations starts on the last pages.

1. A yellow pennant-shaped sign (a long triangle pointing sideways) posted on the left side of the
road means:

A) No passing zone begins

B) Divided highway ahead

C) Passing lane ahead

D) Road narrows ahead

2.What does a blue traffic sign indicate?
A) Recreation areas such as state parks
B) Motorist services like gas and food
C) Rules you must obey, such as limits
D) Highway route information

3.Who must yield when a pedestrian is crossing at a marked crosswalk?
A) The pedestrian, since cars cannot stop quickly
B) The driver must yield to the pedestrian
C) The driver, but only at a traffic signal
D) Whoever reached the crosswalk first

4.Your gas pedal is stuck and you switch off the engine to slow the car. What should you expect?
A) The car will speed up for a few seconds
B) Steering and braking will take more effort
C) The car will come to a stop almost at once
D) The brakes will stop working completely

5.What is the purpose of a broken white line between lanes?
A) Lanes are one-way only
B) You may not change lanes or pass here
C) Lane changes are permitted when safe
D) Traffic moves in opposite directions

6. A motorcycle coming toward an intersection has its turn signal blinking. What should you do
before pulling out in front of it?

A) Go - a blinking signal means it will turn

B) Flash your headlights and then pull out

C) Wait until you are sure it is really turning

D) Pull out quickly before it reaches you

7. A sign reading 'SPEED LIMIT 55' is what type of sign?
A) Informational
B) Warning
C) Regulatory
D) Guide

8. How do most state handbooks tell you to measure a safe following distance?
A) Count the seconds between it and you passing a fixed point
B) Count car lengths - one car length is enough at any speed
C) Stay close enough to read the license plate of the car ahead
D) Follow at a distance in feet equal to your speed in mph



9. A white rectangular sign generally provides:

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

A) A rule you must obey

B) A hazard warning ahead
C) Directions to a city

D) A suggested safe speed

Which of these will sober up a person who has been drinking?
A) Eating a big meal

B) Taking a cold shower

C) Drinking strong coffee

D) Only time

A flagger in a work zone turns the paddle so the word SLOW faces you. What should you do?
A) Keep your speed - you have the right of way

B) Proceed slowly and watch for workers

C) Speed up to clear the work zone quickly

D) Stop until the flagger waves you on

What is the 'point of no return' when approaching a yellow light?
A) The stop line - once past it you must proceed

B) The moment the light changes from green to yellow

C) The point where you can no longer stop safely

D) Exactly 100 feet before the intersection

The fog becomes so thick that you can barely see beyond your hood. What is the safest choice?
A) Pull off the road as far as you can and stop

B) Follow the taillights ahead of you closely

C) Stop in your lane and wait for it to clear

D) Switch to high beams so you can see farther

In Rhode Island, a driver under 21 with a BAC of at least 0.02% but less than 0.08% is charged

with:

15.

A) Reckless Driving

B) No offense at all

C) Driving While Impaired

D) Driving Under the Influence

You are following a large truck. According to the Rhode Island manual, how can you tell you are

far enough back?

16.

17.

A) You can see the truck's brake lights

B) You can see the truck's side mirrors

C) You can read the truck's rear license plate
D) You are two car lengths behind it

What does the Move Over Law require?

A) Keep your lane and speed, but use flashers

B) Stop your vehicle when you see emergency lights
C) Move over a lane, or slow down if you cannot

D) Move over only if a police car is stopped

A yellow sign showing a person walking indicates:
A) A sidewalk ends ahead

B) Pedestrians may be crossing

C) A walking trail starts here

D) No pedestrians allowed ahead



18. How much of a traffic lane is a motorcycle entitled to?
A) Only the right third of the lane
B) Whatever space other traffic leaves
C) Half a lane, so a car may share it
D) A full lane, the same as a car

19.When should you use your windshield wipers?
A) Whenever rain, snow or spray blurs your view
B) Only when the car's rain sensor turns them on
C) Only once rain is heavy, to save the blades
D) Only in rain, not for snow or road spray

20.You are stopped at a steady red light and no sign prohibits turning. What must you do before
you turn right?

A) Stop fully, then yield to people and cross traffic

B) Honk to warn others, then turn ahead of them

C) Wait for the light to turn green before turning

D) Slow to a crawl, then turn if the way looks clear

21. A yellow diamond sign showing a 'T' shape indicates:
A) A truck route begins here
B) A four-way crossroad ahead
C) A side road enters from one side
D) Your road ends at a T ahead

22. A rectangular white sign reading 'KEEP RIGHT' with an arrow means:
A) Stay in the right lane to pass
B) Pass the divider on either side
C) Go to the right of the divider
D) Right turns only

23.What should you do if your vehicle begins to hydroplane (ride on a film of water)?
A) Speed up gently so the tires cut through
B) Steer quickly toward the dry edge of the road
C) Ease off the gas and keep the wheel straight
D) Brake firmly until the tires grip again

24.Using a handheld cell phone while driving is:
A) Legal for every driver in every state
B) No riskier than talking to a passenger
C) Safe as long as you keep your eyes on the road
D) Banned in most states and a major crash risk

25.What does a green light on a traffic signal that is shaped like an arrow mean?
A) A protected move in the arrow's direction
B) The turn is allowed only after stopping
C) Go that way, but yield to oncoming traffic
D) The signal is about to turn red

26.What does 'covering the brake' mean?
A) Pressing the brake and gas at the same time
B) Pumping the brake to warn the drivers behind you
C) Resting your left foot on the brake pedal
D) Holding your foot over the brake, ready to stop



27.Your wheels have run off the pavement onto the shoulder. Before steering back, the Rhode
Island manual says to brake gently down to about:

A) 20 to 25 mph

B) 15 to 20 mph

C) 30to 35 mph

D) 5to 10 mph

28. A solid white line separates two lanes going the same way. What does the Rhode Island manual
say it means?

A) Change lanes freely when safe

B) Only buses may use the left lane

C) The road becomes one-way ahead

D) Do not pass or change lanes

29. When following an emergency vehicle, how far behind it does the Rhode Island manual say you
should drive?

A) 300 feet

B) 500 feet

C) 100 feet

D) 200 feet

30.What does a red traffic light mean?
A) Stop, then go straight if the way is clear
B) Prepare to stop - the light will change soon
C) Stop completely before the intersection
D) Slow down and yield to cross traffic

31.In Rhode Island, you may not drive on a tire whose tread is shallower than:
A) 1/8 of aninch
B) 1/4 of an inch
C) 1/32 of aninch
D) 3/32 of an inch

32.What does the 'basic speed law' require?
A) Never drive more than 10 mph below the posted limit
B) You may always drive at the posted limit, whatever the conditions
C) Drive no faster than is safe for current conditions
D) Keep up with the flow of traffic, even above the limit

33. In most states, which left turn may you make on a steady red light after a full stop, if no sign
forbids it?

A) From a one-way street onto another one-way street

B) From a two-way street onto another two-way street

C) From a two-way street into a store's driveway

D) From any street when no oncoming car is in sight

34. On afreeway, a green sign with a number in a small square (such as 'EXIT 25") refers to:
A) The distance to the next city in miles
B) The exit number, often the mile marker
C) The posted speed limit on the exit ramp
D) The route number of the highway

35.What does a triangular sign with ared border mean?
A) No entry
B) Yield the right of way
C) Stop for all cross traffic
D) Merging traffic ahead



36.When should you use your vehicle's emergency hazard lights?
A) When you plan to change lanes or make a turn
B) To thank a driver who let you merge
C) When your car is disabled on or near the road
D) When parking briefly in a no-parking zone

37.In Rhode Island, if you refuse a chemical test for alcohol, your license is suspended for at least:
A) Thirty days
B) Three months
C) Six months
D) Ten days

38.What is the danger zone around a large truck where the truck driver cannot see you?
A) Large trucks have no blind spots with modern mirrors
B) In front, behind, and along both sides
C) Only beside the cab on the driver's side
D) Only behind the trailer and on its right

39. A vehicle entering a roundabout (traffic circle) must:
A) Yield only to traffic coming from the right
B) Stop completely before entering, even if clear
C) Proceed immediately since they have right of way
D) Yield to traffic already in the roundabout

40. A deer runs across the road ahead of you and disappears into the trees. What should you
expect next?

A) More deer may follow close behind

B) Deer never cross the same road twice

C) The road is now clear of animals

D) The deer will turn back toward you

41. If your vehicle's engine catches fire, you should:
A) Open the hood to reach the fire quickly
B) Stop, shut off the engine, and get everyone away
C) Drive on to the nearest fire station
D) Stay in the car with the windows up until help comes

42. A five-sided (pentagon) sign that points upward indicates:
A) A railroad crossing ahead
B) A school zone or crossing
C) A hospital zone ahead
D) A no-passing zone

43. Double solid yellow center lines mean:
A) No passing from either direction
B) Passing is allowed if the road ahead is clear
C) A center lane for left turns only
D) Passing is allowed from both directions

44. During the first 12 months of a Rhode Island limited provisional license, you may carry no more
than:

A) Two passengers younger than 21

B) Three passengers younger than 21

C) No passengers at all

D) One passenger younger than 21



45. A red circle with ared slash through a symbol means:
A) Caution for the action shown
B) The action shown is prohibited
C) The action is allowed after stopping
D) The action is required ahead

46. A yellow sign showing a traffic signal symbol means:
A) An emergency vehicle signal
B) A traffic light is ahead
C) The signal ahead is broken
D) A railroad signal ahead

47.Traffic ahead of you is moving slowly. May you use the shared center left-turn lane to drive
around it?

A) No - the lane is only for vehicles turning left

B) Yes, if no oncoming vehicle is using it

C) Yes, as long as you signal left first

D) Yes, but only for a distance of one block

48. An angry driver is tailgating you, honking and making rude gestures. What is the best response?
A) Speed up to stay ahead of the angry driver
B) Avoid eye contact and let the driver get by
C) Tap your brakes to make the driver back off
D) Gesture back so the driver knows you are upset

49. What is the minimum age to apply for a learner's permit in Rhode Island?
A) 16 years old
B) 17 years old
C) 15 years old
D) 18 years old

50. Green traffic signs provide:
A) Guide information (directions)
B) Warning information (hazards)
C) Service information (gas, food)
D) Regulatory information (laws)



Answer Key & Explanations

1. A - No passing zone begins

The no-passing zone sign is the only pennant-shaped sign: a yellow, sideways triangle pointing to the right. It is posted
on the left side of the road at the start of a no-passing zone, where a solid yellow line also appears on your side of the
centerline.

Source: ksrevenue.gov - Kansas Driving Handbook (Rev. Feb 2022), Passing - No Passing Zone sign; MUTCD 11th ed. Table 2A-1 (W14-3)

2. B - Motorist services like gas and food
Blue signs provide information about motorist services: gas stations, food, lodging, hospitals, and rest areas. They help

drivers find services along the route.
Source: dps.texas.gov - TX handbook - Chapter 5, sign colors

3.B -The driver must yield to the pedestrian

Drivers must always yield to pedestrians who are crossing in a marked or unmarked crosswalk. Pedestrian safety is
the highest priority.

Source: dmv.ca.gov - CA handbook - Pedestrians / Crosswalks

4. B - Steering and braking will take more effort

With the engine off you lose power steering and power brake assist, so the wheel and pedal feel much heavier. They

still work - push harder and steer to a safe stop.
Source: alea.gov - p.75 (PDF p.77), Stuck accelerator pedal

5. C - Lane changes are permitted when safe
Broken (dashed) white lines separate lanes of traffic moving in the same direction. You may change lanes when it is

safe to do so.
Source: dmv.ca.gov - CA handbook - Broken White Lines

6. C - Wait until you are sure it is really turning
Many motorcycle turn signals do not cancel by themselves, so a rider may have forgotten one. Wait until the

motorcycle actually starts to turn.
Source: publicsafety.ohio.gov - Section 9 - Sharing the Road, Motorcyclists

7. C - Regulatory

Speed limit signs are regulatory - they state the maximum legal speed under ideal conditions, which you are legally
required to obey.

Source: muted.fhwa.dot.gov - MUTCD 11th ed. (Dec 2023) 2B.21 Paragraph 13

8. A - Count the seconds between it and you passing a fixed point

Handbooks teach a time-based gap: pick a fixed object and count the seconds after the vehicle ahead passes it. The
minimum differs by state (2, 3 or 4 seconds), with most recommending 3 to 4 seconds in good conditions; add time in
rain, at night or behind large vehicles. Check your state handbook for its exact number.

Source: dps.texas.gov - TX handbook - Following distance

9. A - Arule you must obey

White rectangular signs are regulatory signs. They tell you the law - such as speed limits, lane usage, and turning
rules - and must be obeyed.

Source: mutcd.fhwa.dot.gov - MUTCD 11th ed. (Dec 2023) 1D.05 Color Code

10. D - Only time

Only time removes alcohol from the body. Coffee, food and a cold shower do not lower blood alcohol, so the person is
still impaired.

Source: dps.texas.gov - TX handbook - Myths about Drinking Alcohol

11. B - Proceed slowly and watch for workers

Flaggers use STOP/SLOW paddles to control traffic. SLOW means you may move ahead at a reduced speed with

care; STOP means stop.
Source: in.gov - p.47 (PDF p.52), Flagger Signals

12. C - The point where you can no longer stop safely

The 'point of no return' is the position from which stopping safely (without running the light or causing a rear-end
collision) becomes impossible. Before this point, slow and stop. After it, proceed through safely.

Source: pa.gov - PA handbook - Traffic signals - steady yellow



13. A - Pull off the road as far as you can and stop

When visibility drops to near zero, get completely off the road and wait for the fog to lift. Stopping in a travel lane
invites a rear-end crash.

Source: in.gov - p.44 (PDF p.49), Fog

14. C - Driving While Impaired

Rhode Island charges a driver under 21 with a BAC of .02% but less than .08% with Driving While Impaired

(DWI); .08% or more is Driving Under the Influence (DUI).
Source: dmv.ri.gov - PDF p.58, X.B Blood Alcohol Concentration

15. B - You can see the truck's side mirrors
If you cannot see the truck's side mirrors, the driver cannot see you. The manual also warns that the blind spot behind

a truck pulling a trailer can be over 50 feet long.
Source: dmv.ri.gov - p.49 (PDF p.49), Sharing The Road With Large Trucks

16. C - Move over a lane, or slow down if you cannot
All 50 states have Move Over laws requiring drivers to move over at least one lane away from stopped emergency,

police, and maintenance vehicles. If changing lanes is unsafe, slow to well below the speed limit.
Source: flhsmv.gov - FL handbook - Move Over Law

17. B - Pedestrians may be crossing
A pedestrian symbol on a yellow or yellow-green sign warns that pedestrians may be crossing. Slow down and yield to

anyone in or entering the crosswalk.
Source: mutcd.fhwa.dot.gov - MUTCD 11th ed. (Dec 2023) 1D.05 Color Code

18. D - A full lane, the same as a car

A motorcycle has the right to use a full lane. Never drive alongside a motorcycle in the same lane, even if the rider is
far to one side.

Source: alea.gov - p.26 (PDF p.28), Sharing the road with motorcycles

19. A - Whenever rain, snow or spray blurs your view
Use your wipers whenever precipitation or road spray reduces your view. Many states also require your headlights to

be on whenever your wipers are in use because of weather.
Source: dmv.virginia.gov - VA handbook - Bad weather

20. A - Stop fully, then yield to people and cross traffic
A right turn on red is allowed only after a complete stop and only after yielding to pedestrians and all crossing traffic. A

NO TURN ON RED sign takes this option away.
Source: publicsafety.ohio.gov - Section 5 - Learning to Drive, A driver must stop

21.D -Your road ends at aT ahead
A 'T' symbol warns that the road you are on ends ahead at a T-intersection. Be prepared to stop or yield and turn left

or right.
Source: mutcd.fhwa.dot.gov - MUTCD 11th ed. (Dec 2023) 2C.41

22.C - Go to the right of the divider
A 'Keep Right' sign directs you to pass to the right of a traffic island, median, or obstruction. It keeps traffic flowing

correctly around the divider.
Source: mutcd.fhwa.dot.gov - MUTCD 11th ed. (Dec 2023) 2B.39

23. C - Ease off the gas and keep the wheel straight
During hydroplaning, ease off the gas gradually to slow down. Hold the steering wheel firmly and straight. Do not brake

suddenly or steer sharply - this can cause a spin.
Source: assets.dps.mn.gov - MN handbook - Hydroplaning

24.D - Banned in most states and a major crash risk
Handheld cell phone use while driving is banned in most US states. Using a phone quadruples crash risk. Even hands-

free calls significantly impair attention. Use do-not-disturb mode when driving.
Source: dmv.ca.gov - CA handbook - Distracted driving

25. A - A protected move in the arrow's direction

A green arrow gives a protected movement: you may go in the direction of the arrow while conflicting traffic is stopped
by a red signal. You must still yield to pedestrians lawfully in the crosswalk and to vehicles still lawfully in the
intersection.

Source: mutcd.fhwa.dot.gov - MUTCD 11th ed. (Dec 2023) 4A.03 Paragraph 01 A.2



26. D - Holding your foot over the brake, ready to stop
Covering the brake means moving your foot from the accelerator to a position over, or lightly on, the brake pedal when

you see a possible hazard, so you can brake with less reaction time.
Source: tn.gov - TN handbook - Covering the brake

27.D -5to 10 mph
Let up on the gas and brake gently, without hard braking, until you are at about 5 to 10 mph. Then pick a spot where

the shoulder is closest to road level before you return.
Source: dmv.ri.gov - p.43 (PDF p.43), Off Road Recovery

28.D - Do not pass or change lanes
In the Rhode Island manual, solid lane lines mean no passing and no lane changes. You may cross one only when

needed, such as for an emergency, a breakdown, an object in the road, a turn, or parking.
Source: dmv.ri.gov - p.37 (PDF p.37), Roadway Markings

29. B - 500 feet
The manual says to always drive 500 feet behind emergency vehicles. When one approaches, pull over to the right,

stop, and let it pass.
Source: dmv.ri.gov - p.35 (PDF p.35), Safe Driving on the Highway

30. C - Stop completely before the intersection
A red light means you must stop completely before the stop line, crosswalk, or before entering the intersection. You

must remain stopped until the light turns green.
Source: dmv.ca.gov - CA handbook - Traffic Signals, Solid Red Light

31.D - 3/32 of an inch
Rhode Island law requires at least 3/32 inch of tread. The manual suggests checking tread depth with a penny and

checking tire pressure while the tires are cold.
Source: dmv.ri.gov - p.65 (PDF p.65), Equipment You Must Inspect

32. C - Drive no faster than is safe for current conditions
Every state has a basic speed rule: never drive faster than is reasonable and safe for traffic, weather, visibility and road

conditions. You can be cited for driving too fast for conditions even while under the posted limit.
Source: dps.texas.gov - TX handbook - Basic speed law

33. A - From a one-way street onto another one-way street
Most states allow a left turn on red from a one-way street onto another one-way street that carries traffic to the left. You

must stop fully and yield to pedestrians and traffic first.
Source: assets.dps.mn.gov - p.66 (PDF p.69), Left turn on red

34. B - The exit number, often the mile marker
Exit number signs identify highway exits. In most states the exit number corresponds to the nearest mile marker,

helping you judge distance to your exit.
Source: mutcd.fhwa.dot.gov - MUTCD 11th ed. (Dec 2023) 2E.22

35. B -Yield the right of way
A yield sign is triangular with a red border and white background. It means slow down and give the right of way to

traffic or pedestrians. Only stop if necessary.
Source: dps.texas.gov - TX handbook - Chapter 5, Table 17: Signs by Shape

36. C -When your car is disabled on or near the road

Hazard lights warn others that your vehicle is stopped, disabled or a hazard. Rules for using them while moving (for
example in heavy rain) differ between states, so follow your state handbook.

Source: dmv.ca.gov - CA handbook - Using Your Emergency Flashers

37.C - Six months

Under implied consent, refusing a breath, blood, or urine test brings a license suspension of at least six months, plus a
fine, a highway safety assessment, community service, and alcohol education or treatment.

Source: dmv.ri.gov - p.58 (PDF p.58), Refusal to Take the Breathalyzer Test

38.B - In front, behind, and along both sides

Large trucks have significant blind spots (no-zones): directly in front (20 feet), directly behind (30 feet), to the right (2

lanes wide), and to the left (1 lane). If you cannot see the driver's face in their mirror, they cannot see you.
Source: dmv.ca.gov - CA handbook - Blind Spots (the No Zone)



39. D -Yield to traffic already in the roundabout

When entering a roundabout, yield to all vehicles already circulating inside. Enter only when there is a safe gap in
traffic. Drive counterclockwise around the circle.

Source: dmv.ca.gov - CA handbook - Roundabouts

40. A - More deer may follow close behind

Deer usually travel in groups, so one deer crossing often means others are close behind. Slow down and be ready to
stop.

Source: assets.dps.mn.gov - p.84 (PDF p.87), Watch out for deer

41. B - Stop, shut off the engine, and get everyone away

If your engine catches fire, pull off the road, shut off the engine, and get all occupants out and well away from the

vehicle. Do NOT open the hood - adding oxygen can intensify the fire. Call 911.
Source: nj.gov - NJ handbook - Car Fires

42.B - A school zone or crossing
An upward-pointing pentagon sign marks a school zone or school crossing. It is typically yellow-green and warns that

children may be present.
Source: mutcd.fhwa.dot.gov - MUTCD 11th ed. (Dec 2023) 2A.05, Table 2A-1 Use of Sign Shapes

43. A - No passing from either direction

Double solid yellow lines separate traffic moving in opposite directions. Crossing them to pass is prohibited from both
directions.

Source: assets.dps.mn.gov - MN handbook - Pavement markings

44.D - One passenger younger than 21
For the first 12 months, a Rhode Island limited provisional license allows no more than one passenger younger than

21. Immediate family and household members are exempt.
Source: dmv.ri.gov - PDF p.14, Conditions of a Limited Provisional License

45. B - The action shown is prohibited

A red circle with a diagonal slash means the action depicted inside is prohibited - for example, no left turn, no U-turn,
or no trucks.

Source: mutcd.fhwa.dot.gov - MUTCD 11th ed. (Dec 2023) 1D.05 Color Code

46. B - A traffic light is ahead
A signal-ahead warning sign tells you a traffic light is coming up, often where it may be hard to see in time. Be

prepared to slow and stop.
Source: mutcd.fhwa.dot.gov - MUTCD 11th ed. (Dec 2023) 2C.35

47. A - No - the lane is only for vehicles turning left
A shared center lane is reserved for left turns by traffic from both directions. Using it for through travel or to pass other

vehicles is not allowed.
Source: dol.wa.gov - (PDF p.116), Signs - Shared center lane left turn only

48. B - Avoid eye contact and let the driver get by

Do not challenge an aggressive driver. Stay calm, avoid eye contact, and move out of the way so the situation does not
get worse.

Source: assets.dps.mn.gov - p.79 (PDF p.82), Aggressive driving

49. A - 16 years old

In Rhode Island you can apply for a learner's permit at 16 after passing the DMV knowledge test and a vision
screening.

50. A - Guide information (directions)

Green signs provide guidance information such as highway route numbers, exit numbers, destinations, distances, and
directions. They help drivers navigate.

Source: assets.dps.mn.gov - MN handbook - Chapter 5, sign colors



Ready for the real Rhode Island test?

Take the free interactive Rhode Island DMV practice tests - shuffled every time, with instant
explanations, road-sign picture questions, a missed-questions review and a 50-question exam
simulator.

https://permitpractice.us/rhode-island/
Official DMV website: https://dmv.ri.gov/

Official Rhode Island driver's handbook: https://dmv.ri.gov/sites/g/files/xkgbur556/files/2021-08/
Rhode%?20Island%20Driver%27s%20Manual%20(English).pdf
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